9th Grade College Prep

Ms. Young, Room 113

★ Team White ★ 

syoung@fairhavenps.org

http://www.literarydaze.com

Text me at 508-2YOUNG2.

Course Description

English 012 is designed to expose the student to a survey of literature that reinforces what he or she is learning in History while developing confidence in reading, writing, and speaking. Vocabulary and grammar drills are an integral part of the course, as is public speaking.  We will also practice our writing through essays, journals, and creative writing.
Featured Literature

This year you will be reading: 

· Oliver Twist

· Romeo and Juliet
· Anne Frank’s Diary
· Animal Farm
· Of Mice and Men
· Book Club Selections
Vocabulary
Every two weeks, we will be stretching our vocabularies to include 10 new words taken from Vocabulary Workshop Level D.  We will practice these words extensively in class by

· Making flashcards for all the words

· Writing sentences using each word

· Completing homework online in the computer lab

· Practicing every day with a vocabulary slideshow

On the day of the quiz, you will be expected to know the spelling, part of speech, and definition of each word.  In addition, you will have to write several sentences using the words.  To ensure that you are retaining past vocabulary, each week’s quiz will include two old words as well.

Organization
· Absences—You will need to schedule any make-ups with me if you are absent. I am only required to give you as much time as the school rules indicate to make up missed work. You will receive a 0 for any missed work that you do not make up. You should see me before or after school to acquire make-up work, not during class.

· Binders—You are required to maintain a binder for this class.  You will need to make sure you have all class materials as needed (and have them organized enough to find them).  I will check your binder at the end of each term; this will be a Habits of Mind grade.

· Late Work—Homework should be turned in when requested on the date it is due. I will not accept late homework, journals, or take-home quizzes. You will lose a full letter grade for every day an essay is late. 

· Lost Materials—Do not ask me for extra copies of worksheets I handed out in class. If you misplaced it, it’s up to you to ask a friend for a copy or print it out from the class Web site.
· Printer Issues—I no longer accept papers via e-mail. If you can’t print your paper at home, you should do one of the following:

· Save it to a flash drive (or in your X2 “locker”), get into school early, and print it at school in the library or a teacher’s classroom.

· Create an e-mail account (if you don’t already have one, you can use your AIM account for this), upload the document as an attachment, and print it out at school.

· Use Dropbox to save it at home, then download and print it at school.

· Have a friend print it for you.

· Supplies—I expect you to be prepared for class each and every day.  You should come to class with a pen or pencil, your binder, your journal, whatever book(s) we are using, and plenty of paper.  If you need paper or pencils, you may take them for free BEFORE CLASS BEGINS. Anyone unprepared once class has started will receive detention; this will also negatively impact their Habits of Mind grade.

Tutoring/Extra Help
If you need extra help, just ask.  I am available after school on Mondays and Wednesdays. If you would find it easier to ask a question over e-mail or by text, my e-mail address is syoung@fairhavenps.org and you may text me at 508-2YOUNG2.

Extra Credit

I’m a big fan of extra credit, as long as it’s IN ADDITION TO regular work being successfully completed.  Extra credit is banked until the end of the term, then used on students’ lowest grades.

· Finding/Using Vocabulary—If you find one of our vocab words in something you’re reading, bring it in for +2 points.  If you use a vocab word in your writing, that’s +2 as well.

· Movie Tickets—Some movies are made from books or else reference things we’re learning in class.  Bring back the ticket from such a movie for +3 points.
· Wall of Shame—If you find a typo in something, you may bring it in for me to see and make a copy of it.  Typos are worth +3 points each. 

· Good YouTube Videos—Did you see a great video on YouTube? If so, send me the link to it and I'll watch it. If I can think of a way to use it in class, you'll get +7 points.
· Class Contribution—Once per term, you may bring in an approved item to get +10 on an exam. For Term 1, I will accept a box of Kleenex. Term 2, I will accept a canned good for the school drive. In Term 3, you may bring in a pack of 100 index cards. In Term 4, you may bring in a pack of pencils or pens.
Discipline

I require students to be on time to class; to be prepared, productive, and respectful while in class; and to keep up with assigned homework and readings. You are responsible for conforming to all of my classroom guidelines as well as the norms laid out in the FHS student handbook.  When you choose not to do so, you will face the consequences.

Grade Percentages

   10%
Habits of Mind (homework, classwork, warmups, flash cards, preparedness)
   25%
Reading (quizzes, study guides, graphic organizers, fluency sets)
   30%
Writing (essay drafts, vocab quizzes, grammar quizzes, and journals)
+ 35%
Tests (term exams, unit tests, final essay drafts)                                                

          100%
Total




























