9th Grade Honors

Ms. Young, Room 113

★ Team White ★ 

syoung@fairhavenps.org

http://www.literarydaze.com

Text me at 508-2YOUNG2.

Course Description

English 011 places emphasis on improving language skills through extensive accelerated reading and writing.  Many different writing techniques are employed to develop multi-paragraph work.  Oral presentations are an integral part of the course.  Literature study consists of a variety of literary types and authors.  Vocabulary and grammar are drilled throughout the year.  To succeed in this class, students must demonstrate time management, self-motivation, and superior independent scholarship to keep up with the demanding course load.

Class Routines

· On Mondays and Wednesdays, we will begin class by writing in our journals. Students must acquire a 5½ by 8½ inch (lined or unlined) by September 5th.  Students must respond to assigned prompts as well as journal out of class; writing will be checked weekly. Each month students will be required to do one journal entry inspired by the class Tumblr site; three times during the year, students will contribute an image or quote to that site.

· On Tuesdays and Thursdays, we will begin class by working on grammar.

· On Fridays, we will begin class by reviewing for the vocabulary quiz.

· On Mondays, students will be assigned 10 words from Vocabulary Workshop Level D. Vocabulary homework must be completed online at the freshman Quia vocab page by   11:00 p.m. every Thursday. This will be done outside of class. You must also make flashcards out of recycled paper, due each Wednesday. If you would like to be paperless with these, you may download the flashcards from the class Web site onto your iPod. Every Friday, you will be quizzed over the week’s vocab as well as two words from previous weeks.

· Every other Monday, students will be assigned a new poem to learn by heart.  The first half of the poem must be recited to me by the following Monday, and the full poem must be recited on or before the Monday after that.  You may recite the poem before or after school or at the end of class, if we have time. We will practice the poem some in class, but you will need to work on it on your own as well. After the first term, students choose their own poems off the Poetry Out Loud Web site (www.poetryoutloud.org).

Grade Percentages

   10%
Habits of Mind (homework, classwork, warmups, flash cards, preparedness)
   25%
Reading (quizzes, study guides, graphic organizers, fluency sets)
   30%
Writing (essay drafts, vocab quizzes, grammar quizzes, and journals)
+ 35%
Tests (term exams, unit tests, final essay drafts)                                                

          100%
Total

Featured Literature

This year you will be reading the following: 

  -  Animal Farm
  -  Of Mice and Men
-  Anne Frank’s Diary
-  Oliver Twist
-  Anthem
-  Romeo & Juliet
Organization
· Absences—You will need to schedule any make-ups with me if you are absent. I am only required to give you as much time as the school rules indicate to make up missed work. You will receive a 0 for any missed work that you do not make up. You should see me before or after school to acquire make-up work, not during class.

· Binders—You are required to maintain a three-ring binder, which should accompany you to this class. I will check your binder at least once every term for a Habits of Mind grade. 

· Late Work—All work should be turned in on the date it is due. I will not accept homework turned in late. You will lose a letter grade every day an essay is late. I do not accept late journals or take-home quizzes.

· Lost Materials—Do not ask me for extra copies of worksheets I handed out in class. If you misplaced it, it’s up to you to ask a friend for a copy or print it out from the class Web site. 

· Printer Issues—I no longer accept papers via e-mail. If you can’t print your paper at home, you should do one of the following:

· Save it on a flash drive (or in your X2 “locker”) and print it in the school library.

·  Create an e-mail account (if you don’t already have one, you can use your AIM account for this), upload the document as an attachment, get to school early, and print it out at school.

· Use Dropbox to save it at home, then download and print it at school.

· Print it at the library or at a friend’s house.


If you can’t print your paper at home, do not do the following:

· E-mail it to me.

· Come whining to me about it.

· Attempt to turn it in late for full credit.
Extra Credit

I’m a big fan of extra credit, as long as it’s IN ADDITION TO regular work being successfully completed.  Extra credit is banked until the end of the term, then used on students’ lowest grades.

· Finding/Using Vocabulary—If you find one of our vocab words in something you’re reading, bring it in for +2 points.  If you manage to use our vocab words in your writing, they’re worth +2 points as well.

· Movie Tickets—Some movies are made from books or else reference things we’re learning in class.  Bring back the ticket from such a movie for +3 points.
· Wall of Shame—If you find a typo in something, you may bring it in for me to see and make a copy of it.  Typos are worth +3 points each. 

· Good YouTube Videos—Did you see a great video on YouTube? If so, send me the link to it and I'll watch it. If I can think of a way to use it in class, you'll get +7 points.
· Class Contribution—Once per term, you may bring in an approved item to get +10 on an exam. For Term 1, I will accept a box of Kleenex. Term 2, I will accept a canned good for the school drive. In Term 3, you may bring in a pack of 100 index cards. In Term 4, you may bring in a pack of pencils or pens.
· Creating Something New—If you have a great idea and create something related to what we are studying, you may receive up to +10 points. 



























