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Ms. Young’s Guidelines for College Prep Journaling





These rules should be adhered to your journal on the front inside cover.


You will be required to write at least two full pages (front and back) every week. The two-page rule applies even if you are absent from class.  Please keep in mind that the size of your handwriting matters. If you habitually write in a huge, expansive hand, I will require that you write more than three pages. Whatever you do, avoid leaving huge blank spaces in your journal.


You must write in English in black ink.  White-out and scribbles are not allowed.  If you make a mistake, draw a single line through it and go on with your life.  Beauty is in the process, not in perfection.


You may choose to write in cursive or in print; either is acceptable.  Be aware, however, that if I deem your cursive illegible, you will have to print.


You must leave an approximately one-and-a-half-inch-square space on every page (front and back) blank.  This is about the size of an OK sign.  All other space should be taken up with your writing. If you forget to leave a window on a page, don’t despair. Just cut out a 1½-inch square piece of paper and tape that off the side of the page. 


During the in-class journaling sessions, you are required to write on the assigned topic (10 sentences minimum).  Outside of class, you may doodle, tape in photos and clippings, write stories or recipes, play games, take notes, make lists, and record quotes and random musings. All of these activities count as journaling, provided that you don’t go overboard. Remember that this is a journal, not a sketchbook or scrapbook.  Some time must be devoted to writing about your day-to-day life and musings.


You may allow someone else to write in your journal as long as you introduce the guest writer, ensure that s/he uses ink that is any color except black, and make this a rare phenomenon. It is fine to have a written conversation as part of your journaling, but, again, your partner must use another color. If you and a classmate cooperate, only the partner to whom the journal belongs will receive credit.  The same conversation cannot be duplicated in another journal for credit.  If you attempt to get away with doing so, whichever journal conversation I see first will receive the credit.


Be creative!  I am grading for creativity, effort, and quality of expression – not for spelling or grammar.  However, I do expect you to make an effort as far as spelling and grammar go.  You know how to use a dictionary.


The journal must be submitted on time when requested. Journals are not eligible for extensions.


10. If you lose your journal, you will receive a 0 on the next journal grade 


     for lost work.  This would be the end of the world, as you would likely drop 


     an entire letter grade for the term. Don’t let it happen to you!














