Name: ________________________________ Period: _________ Date: __________________________

Fable and Allegory

Fables are short stories that contain a moral.  They often use animals as characters that talk and make all the mistakes humans can make – _______________________ is used.

Examples:

The Crow and the Pitcher 

A crow was dying of thirst when he saw a large pitcher.  Hoping to find water, the crow flew to it with delight.  When he reached it, he discovered to his grief that it contained so little water that he could not possibly get at it.  He tried everything he could think of to reach the water, but all his efforts were in vain.  But still the crow refused to give up.  At last he had an idea!  The crow collected as many stones as he could carry and dropped them one by one with his beak into the pitcher, until he brought the water within his reach and could drink.

Moral:  _______________________________________________________________________________

The Woodman and the Snake

One wintry day a Woodman was tramping home from his work when he saw something black lying on the snow.  When he came closer, he saw it was a Serpent that was nearly dead.  The Serpent cried piteously and asked the Woodman for help, so the Woodman took it up and put it under his shirt next to his heart to warm it while he hurried home.  As soon as he got indoors he held the Serpent by the fire on the hearth.  Slowly it thawed and came to life again.  Thrilled that he had saved the snake, the Woodman started to smile, but the Serpent raised its head and bit him with his fangs, killing the Woodman.

Moral: _______________________________________________________________________________

The Lion and the Mouse

Once when a Lion was asleep, a little Mouse crept out of his hole and began scurrying to and fro, carrying on with his business; unfortunately for the mouse, these activities wakened the Lion, who placed his huge paw upon him and opened his big jaws to swallow him.  “Pardon, O King,” cried the little Mouse: “Forgive me for bothering you and do not eat me. I shall never forget your kindness, and who knows – maybe one day I will be able to repay you by helping you out in turn?”  The Lion was so amused at the idea of a pathetic little Mouse being able to help him, that he lifted up his paw and let him go.  Many moons later, the Lion was caught in a trap, and the hunters who wanted to carry him back alive to their King tied him to a tree while they went in search of a wagon to carry him on.  Just then the little Mouse happened to pass by, and seeing the Lion’s sorry state, went up to him and soon gnawed away the ropes that bound the King of the Beasts.  “Aren’t you glad you didn’t eat me before?” asked the little Mouse.

Moral: _______________________________________________________________________________

In a similar way, the book we will be reading, Animal Farm, is a fable.  But instead of being merely a child’s fable, it is an allegory.  An allegory is a story with two levels of meaning.  Allegories can use animal characters, like fables, but they have more levels of meaning.  There is the surface story that any child can understand, and there is the deeper meaning, which takes an adult mindset to see.  Both stories are worth reading, but only if readers understand both levels can they say they truly “got” the story.  

