Name: _________________________________________ Date: ____________________

Review Sheet for The Ramayana

Once upon a time, a famous scholar:

· spent 500 years fasting (living on moisture in the air)

· spent 900 years standing on one toe (exposed to the elements)

· spent 2,000 years chanting “om” (without pause)

· decided to chop off one of his 10 heads for each 1,000 years he meditated

· and was granted a wish by ____________________ when he got to his last head.

His original wish (to be the most powerful creature in the universe) was ungrantable, so he asked instead ____________________________________________________________.

Then he regrew all his heads and unleashed a race of demons known as _______________. With his demon army, he dethroned ____________________ and drove the gods out of the heavens.  He was known from then on as ____________________, “the one who makes the universe scream.”

The gods were pretty freaked out by what had happened, but ____________________ pointed out that although no god or demon could defeat Ravana, he could be subjugated by _______________________________________________________________________.

Vishnu volunteered to be reborn as a human (transform into an ____________________) to do the deed.

Vishnu was reborn as Rama to a king with three wives in the city of Ayodhya. He was unusual from birth because _________________________________________________. His half-brothers were ___________________, ___________________, and Shatrughna.  

Rama was closer to ____________________.

Both Rama and Lakshman were trained by the ____________________ (or sage) Vishvamitra. At one point, Rama killed a demon who was bothering his teacher; this demon was named ____________________.

Rama performed an amazing feat in a neighboring village: he ________________________

________________________________________ belonging to Shiva. As a result, he got ____________________________________________________________. She was actually an avatara of ____________________ (Vishnu’s wife). In addition to the wedding, Rama’s father decided to retire and declared ____________________ the new king.

Unfortunately, ____________________ (one of the king’s three wives and the jealous mother of Bharata and Shatrughna) was unhappy with how things had turned out and decided to call in a favor to fix them. The king had once granted her two wishes because ____________________________________________________________. She asked ____________________________________________________________ and ____________________________________________________________. Although it broke his heart, the king complied.

Rama accepted his fate and retired to the forest, along with ____________________ and ____________________.  His father then _____________________________________.

Rama’s brother Bharata was horrified to learn what his mother Kaikeyi had done, and he went to Rama in the forest to ask him to return. Rama would not disobey his father, and Bharata did not want to the position unjustly, so he took Rama’s ____________________ and put them on the throne as a symbol of the true king. Then all four brothers were in exile for the 14 years, waiting out Kaikeyi’s wish.

In the forest, Rama and Lakshman traveled from ashram to ashram, killing demons for the monks. They got some nice prizes in return, though. Sita got a ____________________, Lakshman got a ____________________, and Rama got __________________________

________________________________________.  They were befriended by a giant eagle, ____________________ during this time.

Unfortunately, a demon named ____________________ fell in love with handome Rama and tried to dance her way into his affections. It didn’t work, and when she had the audacity to threaten Sita, Lakshman ____________________ the demon’s ___________________.

She had her brother ____________________ send an army to kill them all, but it didn’t work.

Unfortunately, the trio in the woods is ruined by a trick. Tataka’s son, ______________, appeared as a golden deer. Sita wanted the deer, so she asked Rama to catch it for her. Rama had Lakshman guard Sita while he hunted it down. But the demonic deer, upon dying, _______________________________________________________________________, causing Sita to send Lakshman to help her husband (leaving her utterly unprotected).

Before Lakshman left Sita to help Rama, he _____________________________________. Unfortunately, she was tricked into stepping out of it when she tried to feed a homeless man who was actually ____________________.

The valiant eagle ____________________ tried to rescue Sita from the demon, but __________________.  The demon scholar then took Sita to his kingdom in ___________.

Rama and Lakshman combed the forest looking for Sita, but to no avail. They joined forces with ____________________, the exiled king of the vanara (monkey) tribe, ____________________, the white monkey, and ____________________, the black bear.

Hanuman was the son of the ____________________, but he had been cursed with the inability to remember his own powers. After the group had searched for Sita for an entire month, ____________________ reminded Hanuman of his parentage, and then Hanuman was able to transform into a giant and scout Sita out.

Hanuman then leapt over the water to Sita, who was crying.  Ravana had told her that if she did not marry him, he would ________________________________________.  Hanuman went to Sita at night and gave her ____________________, which Rama had entrusted to him. The ring was a symbol that ________________________________________. Hanuman then left Sita, but was captured on his way out of the castle.

To torture Hanuman, Ravana’s demons ________________________________________. But the son of the wind god was not so easily defeated. He made his tail ______________ ________________________________________, and then he ____________________ ____________________________________________________________.

Upon Hanuman’s return, Rama wanted to go directly to Sita, but could not ____________ ____________________. Jambavan gave him an easy solution to the problem: _______________________________________________________________________. They build the floating bridge using rocks inscribed with ____________________’s name.

The battle was long and fierce. At one point, Ravana’s demons shot arrows that turned into ____________________. But Rama’s army returned those snakes, transformed into ____________________.

Eventually Ravana mortally wounded ____________________, which was a terrible blow to  Rama. Only the natural medicine growing in the Himalayas could save him. ____________________ was sent to pick the medicine, but he ____________________ ________________________________________. He solved this problem by __________ ______________________________________.  Rama was then able to save his brother.

The war continued, and eventually Ravana and Rama decided to battle one-on-one. Ravana arrived in a chariot for this battle, but Rama had no chariot. He sat on ________________’s shoulders instead.

At first, Rama tried to defeat Ravana by ________________________________________. This didn’t work. He needed to ______________________________________________. Once he did so, Ravana quickly died.

Once the war was won, Rama rejected Sita for __________________________________. She felt so disgraced that she had a cremation fire built for her. Sita proclaimed that if she was guilty of any wrongdoing, the fire would incinerate her, but if she were innocent, she would ________________________________________.  She walked into the flames, and the fire god himself (____________________) found her more pure than his fire. Rama took Sita home to ____________________ with him.

Once home, Rama put on his long-lost ____________________, and the kingdom celebrated. A happy time, Ram Rajya, a golden era, was begun.  It is the beginning of this era that modern Indian people celebrate with the holiday of ____________________, also known as ________________________________________.

Unfortunately, some time later a ____________________ turned away his wife, saying that unlike Rama he would not take back an impure woman.  Rama felt that he had to send Sita away to ____________________, so he _______________________________________. At this time, Sita was ______________ with __________________________________.

Sita meets a monk named ____________________ who takes her into his ashram and helps her live in the forest. There she gives birth to ____________________ and ____________________. Valmiki learns the whole story of Sita’s trials and tribulations and records it in the book that comes to be known as _____________________. He also teaches Luv and Kush to honor Rama.  Years later, Rama crosses paths with his boys, and he accepts them right away as his own. He did not accept Sita, however, instead asking her to ___________ ____________________ once more.

Sita says that if she were truly pure, then _______________________________________. At that point, ____________________________________________________________.

*** One weird/gross fact about Ravana that we learned in the movie is that he played the veena (a lute-like stringed instrument) with ____________________. (YUCK!)

