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William Shakespeare

English 1564–1616 

Sonnet 29
When, in disgrace with fortune and men’s eyes,

I all alone beweep my outcast state

And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless cries

And look upon myself and curse my fate,

Wishing me like to one more rich in hope,

Featured like him, like him with friends possess’d,

Desiring this man’s art and that man’s scope,

With what I most enjoy contented least;

Yet in these thoughts myself almost despising,

Haply I think on thee, and then my state,

Like to the lark at break of day arising

From sullen earth, sings hymns at heaven’s gate;

  For thy sweet love remember’d such wealth brings

  That then I scorn to change my state with kings.

Five Things You Should Know About This Poet

j William Shakespeare was born and raised in Stratford-upon-Avon, which in his time was a small market town about 100 miles from London.  Today the city of Stratford-upon-Avon receives nearly     3 million visitors each year who trek there to see Shakespeare’s birthplace.

k Little is known about Shakespeare’s childhood.  At age 18, he married 26-year-old Anne Hathaway, who was then pregnant with their first child, Susanna.  The couple had twins Judith and Hamnet two years later in 1585.  Sadly, Hamnet died at age 11.  Although both Susanna and Judith married and had children, none of Shakespeare’s grandchildren produced offspring.  Thus, there are no known direct descendents of Shakespeare today.  Oddly enough, in Shakespeare’s will, he left most of his earthly belongings to his daughter Susanna; he left his wife only his “second best bed.”
 Most of Shakespeare’s 38 plays, 154 sonnets, and other poems were written between 1589 and 1613.  Besides writing, Shakespeare was also an actor and part owner of an acting troupe called the Lord Chamberlain’s Men, later known as the King’s Men.
 Although Shakespeare was appreciated in his own day, he didn’t achieve literary superstar status until the 1800s, when the Romantics and Victorians began to worship him.  His nickname is “The Bard.”  Bard, of course, means “poet;” by calling him the bard, people mean that Shakespeare is the best bard in th English language.
 Nearly everything “known”about Shakespeare is suspect. Many doubt he truly authored the plays attributed to him.  His sexuality is open to debate, as is his religion and even his picture! (There are no surviving written descriptions of Shakespeare, and the Droeshout engraving, pictured above, was made in 1623, seven years after Shakespeare’s death.)
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Scholars think that Sonnet 29, like Shakespeare’s other sonnets, was shared amongst friends  privately for years before its eventual publication in 1609.








