Name:  _____________________________________ Date: _______________________

“Waking Up Is Hard _______ Do”

a.  to

b.  too

c. two

Directions:  Pick the word that correctly completes each sentence. Questions are worth 3 points 


        each, except for number 34, which is worth 1 point. Check the last page of the 


        worksheet for a refresher on homonyms.

_____ 1.  On school days, my alarm goes off at 5:45.  I’m a night owl, not a morning person, so I 


    usually ignore it until I must get up, at which point I don’t have time for a shower and 


    must instead rush around in a mad panic.  I begin most days with the words, “This whole 


    morning thing is highly overrated.”  Some days I add a helpful complaint, “High school 


    starts __________ early.”


    a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 2.  This morning, my mom came in before the alarm even rang. “Good morning, 


    sleepyhead!” she said brightly.  I ignored her, burrowing deeper into the delicious warmth 


    of my soft down comforter.  “Come on, get up,” she tempted me, “I’ve got __________ 


    Eggos in the toaster just for you.”


    a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 3.  My eyes still sealed shut, I mumbled, “Lemme sleep.  I don’t wanna go __________ 


    school.  Ten more min . . . ”


    a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 4.  My mom, not the most patient person in the morning, interrupted in a stern voice, “Get


    up now!  Nobody cares what you want.  __________ the law; you don’t get a choice 
 


    about attending school.  Besides, you have midterms today!”


    a.  Its

b.  It’s

_____ 5. She turned on the lights in the room, and I opened one bleary eye __________ glare at 


   her. “I’ll see you downstairs in the kitchen,” she said, and her tone clearly indicated that 


   her words weren’t an invitation but a direct order.  


    a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 6.  I shut the eye again and flung my arm over my face.  She was already walking away when


    I whined, “Just a little longer. __________ so early.” She paused, half-turned around,


    and called over her shoulder, “Don’t make me come back up here.”


    a.  Its

b.  It’s

_____ 7.  I blissfully snoozed __________ once she was gone.  It was only 5:35, for heaven’s sake!  


    a.  a while
b. awhile

_____ 8.  No time at all passed before my alarm went off and my pet cockatoo started squawking 


    and rattling __________ cage.


    a.  its

b.  it’s

_____ 9.  I knew I wouldn’t be able to sleep with that racket going on, so I turned off my alarm.  I 


    sat up, yawned, and stretched. Rubbing my eyes, I threw off the covers, stood up, and 
  


    opened the blinds.  “__________ a miserable day,” I thought.  “Sleet outside, midterms at 


    school, I hate today.”


    a.  Its

b.  It’s

_____ 10.  It was freezing in my room, so I pulled on my sweats and put on some socks.  After I 
  


      took the cover off my cockatoo’s cage, I padded downstairs, where my Eggos and a 
 


      steaming cup of coffee awaited me.   My mom was sitting at the table, her half-eaten



      Eggo before her, reading the newspaper, with __________ doom-and-gloom headlines.


      a.  its

b.  it’s

_____ 11. “Thanks for making me breakfast,” I muttered as I sat down.  “__________ welcome,” 


      my mom answered.  “I know you have midterms today, so I’m starting you off on the 


      right foot.”


      a.  Your

b.  You’re

_____ 12.  “Ugh,” I groaned.  “I’m gonna fail.”  My mom laughed at me and began the standard 


      mom-sermon: “Even when you feel like __________ world is coming apart, don’t ever 


      give up.”


      a.  your

b.  you’re

_____ 13.  I rolled my eyes, but she pretended she hadn’t noticed and continued preaching, “As 


      long as __________ truly trying, you’ll be fine.”


      a.  your

b.  you’re

_____ 14.  “That’s easy for you __________ say,” I told her as I wrapped my hands around my 


      morning mug of caffeine.  “You aren’t the one with Mrs. Leiderman for a teacher.”  


      a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 15.  I took a big swig of coffee, __________ (milliseconds later) yelped and slammed the 


      mug back on the table; I’d scalded my mouth. Eyes watering, I picked up a fork and 


      focused on my Eggos instead.


      a.  than

b.  then

_____ 16.  “Sip your coffee, don’t gulp it,” said my mom.  “The test can’t be that bad,” she 


      continued. “Yeah it can,” I said.  “She always makes her tests __________ long!”


      a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 17.  “Impossible this time,” my mom countered.  “You have nearly __________ hours for 


      that test.  You’ll be fine.  You studied, right?”


      a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 18.  I finished chewing my Eggo and swallowed before I replied sheepishly, “Maybe if I’d 


      studied, I’d feel more confident.  I forgot I needed __________ do that.”


      a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 19.  “Well, blame yourself for that,” my mom reprimanded.  “But I warn you: if you make 


      less __________ a B in that class, you’ll be grounded for a month.” “Mom,” I pleaded.  


      “That’s soooo long.  Make it a week.  Or just one day.  Or be a really nice mom and 


      don’t ground me at all!”


      a.  than

b.  then


_____ 20.  “Pass the test,” my mom remarked with a grin, “and you won’t have __________ stoop 
  


      and beg for mercy.”  She checked her watch.  


      a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 21.  I grimaced at her and she reminded me, “In any case, you’d better hurry so you don’t 
      
      miss the bus.  I have the early shift today, so I can’t drive you __________.”


      a.  their

b.  there
c.  they’re

_____ 22.  “Can’t I just get a ride with my friends?” I wheedled.  I despise the bus, which is loud 
      
      and slow and full of kids I hardly associate with at school. “__________ legal for 
      
      passengers now, you know.”


      a.  Their

b.  There
c.  They’re

_____ 23.  “Sure,” said my mom.  “Give them a call and ask if they’d mind picking you up.  It’s 
      
      __________ decision.”  She folded the newspaper, stood up, and headed to her room to 
      finish dressing.


      a.  their

b.  there
c.  they’re

_____ 24.  I finished my Eggo and tried the coffee again.  First it incinerates the roof of my mouth, 


      and now __________ lukewarm and unappealing; life is so unfair.


      a.  its

b.  it’s

_____ 25.  I pushed my chair back, stood up, and dumped the coffee down the drain.  I started for 


      my room, but __________, on a whim, turned back, put all the dishes in the sink, and 


      rinsed them. Good karma for me.  Mom would be thrilled; usually I left all that for her.


      a.  than

b.  then


_____ 26.  I headed back upstairs in search of my cell phone.  If I couldn’t find it, I couldn’t ask for 


      a ride, since the only place I have __________ numbers is on that cell phone.


      a.  their

b.  there
c.  they’re

_____ 27.  I had to search for __________, since my room is sort of an unofficial landfill, but 
      eventually I found my RAZR in the pocket of yesterday’s jeans.  I retrieved Maggie’s 
      number and called her first.  Ring . . . ring . . . ring.  No answer.  I tried Ian, Mark, and 
      finally Jess, all with the same result.  Depressing; they were probably all still asleep.


      a.  a  while

b. awhile

_____ 28.  My mom poked her head in my room and said, “Well, is it the bus or are you going with 


      your friends?  “__________ not answering the phone,”  I said.  “Can’t you take me?”


      a.  Their

b.  There
c.  They’re

_____ 29.  Shaking her head, she replied, “I’m already running a little late.  __________ is no way 


      I’m driving you, so you’d better stop whining, dress, and catch that bus.”  


      a.  Their

b.  There
c.  They’re

_____ 30.  I sighed theatrically, and she smiled and began her leaving-for-work speech, which I can 


      practically recite verbatim since I hear it every morning.  “Hey, good luck today.  


      Message me from school so I know you got __________ on time.”


      a.  their

b.  there
c.  they’re

_____ 31.  “I left __________ lunch money on the table, OK? Don’t look so glum.  I’ll see you 


      tonight.  We’re having lasagna for dinner, so don’t pig out on junk food when you get 


      home.”


      a.  your

b.  you’re

_____ 32.  She concluded with, “And don’t waste all afternoon online; you need __________ study 
   


      for the rest of those midterms.”


      a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 32.  “Alright, fine,” I answered, and gave her a quick hug.  “Love you, Mom.”  “Love 


      you, __________,” she said, and hurried downstairs. A few minutes later, she was gone. 


      a.  to

b.  too

c.  two

_____ 33.  I checked my watch – 6:17. “The bus won’t be here until 7:00.  If I hurry,” I thought, “I 


      have enough time for a shower.  Now what am I going __________ wear . . . ?”


      a.  to

b.  too

c.  two
_____ 34.  The story above was written in the __________ person.


      a.  first

b.  second
c.  third
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They’re = They are


Their = Belongs to them


There = Over yonder / 	  (everything else)








It’s = It is


Its = Belongs to it








You’re = You are


Your = Belongs to you








Than = comparisons


Then = time





Two = #2


Too = also


To = infinitive, 


         (everything else)








Awhile = An adverb meaning “for a time.” For example, “Stay awhile.”





A while = When “while” 


is the object of a prepositional phrase, like “Lend me your sweater for a while,” the “while” must be separate from the “a.”





For more homonym guidance, check out


http://www.wsu.edu/~brians/errors/errors.html








